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The petrographic notes tend to show that the igneous rocks of the region 
are all products of a single magma. They are all siliceous. Students of Afri- 
can geology will find a comprehensive bibliography referring more especially to 
the region examined by the author, inserted at the very beginning of the work. 

Leon Dominian. 

The Natives ofKharga Oasis, Egypt. By Ales Hrdlicka. vi and 118 pp. 

Ills. Smithsonian Miscell. Collections, Vol. 59, No. i, Washington, 1912. 

In cooperation with the important work of archaeological research con- 
ducted by the Metropolitan Museum in the Nile Valley, the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution commissioned Dr. Hrdlicka to undertake the anthropological examination 
of the population of the Kharga Oasis. It is an obscure abode of men of scant 
moment in the great march of history which has swept for ages up and down 
the great valley of the Nile. Set apart by arid stretches of sand from the great 
civilizing movements this cluster of mankind has undergone the minimum of 
change. It has no history, for it has lived unnoticed, its poverty has at- 
tracted no conqueror and its only modifiers have come from the zeal of re- 
ligious movements. All the record of the past takes up no more than a half 
dozen introductory pages of this monograph. Little more space is needed for 
the record of the present social condition of the oasis, a speck of fertile land 
where for immemorial centuries nothing has ever happened so continuously as 
to establish the rule that nothing happens now. 

It is primitive soil for the operations of physical anthropology, Dr. Hrdlicka 
has reaped it most closely up to the point where religious convention put a stop 
to his investigation. The Oriental tabu of women has prevented the extension 
of his studies on the distaff side. Within the area thus left open to him the 
author's observations have been singularly complete. In table massed upon 
table he gives us the most extensive record of the physical measurements of the 
Kharga men. Nor does this by any means complete his idea of what such work 
should be. Each of the critical indices of measurement is discussed indepen- 
dently, and where the author establishes comparison with neighbor folk the 
result is always most enlightening. This monograph is most earnestly to be 
commended to anthropologists as setting a model for the presentation of the 
results of such study. William Churchill. 

ASIA 

Biblical Geography and History. By Charles Foster Kent, xviii and 
296 pp. Maps, index. Charles Scribner's Sons, New York, 1911. $1.50. 
1 l A x 5. 

Professor Kent's book on Palestine is a good illustration of the fact that 
geography, in the broader sense, is still in its early youth. It is written in a 
clear simple style, the arrangement and proportion of parts are admirable, and 
the book as a whole gives the reader a clear conception of many of the most im- 
portant ways in which the physical form of Palestine has influenced its history. 
Nevertheless the modern geographer reads it with the feeling that from the 
standpoint of the latest developments in his science it is lacking in certain im- 
portant respects. Journalists, statesmen, theologians, soldiers and men of vari- 
ous other professions write books on geography, and often succeed in producing 
work of genuine value. In the present stage of his science, the geographer 
welcomes such volumes, yet he regrets that they are almost sure to be largely 
empirical. 

The work under review falls into the class of the better geographical works 
written by men who make no claim to be geographical specialists. The first sev- 
enty pages are devoted to a painstaking and minute description of the location, 
boundaries and general appearance of each of the main divisions of Palestine, 
but in no case is any use made of the modern science of physiography and its 
nomenclature. The chapter on Jerusalem is one of the best in the book, since 
more than almost any other it presents a concrete case of cause and effect. The 
next section is a chapter devoted to the interesting subject of the highways of 
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the Biblical world. The mere statement of the location and nature of the high- 
ways occupies most of the space that can be devoted to this subject, leaving 
little opportunity for specific illustration of the effect of individual lines of com- 
munication upon the people. 

The remainder of the volume is devoted to what is commonly called his- 
torical geography. Assuming that the reader possesses a somewhat intimate 
knowledge of Hebrew history, the author proceeds to a detailed discussion of 
where each particular event took place. Much space is given to the identifica- 
tion of sites and the determination of the routes followed by the migrating 
tribes, invading armies and individual travelers of the Biblical narratives. 
Battles and their relation to topography are discussed in detail. 

Professor Kent's volume is not adapted to rapid reading, since it contains 
a great number of details which cannot be remembered unless read slowly. Nor 
is it designed to illustrate geographical principles, or to set forth new facts. It is 
primarily a book of reference for the Biblical student desirous of obtaining 
information upon particular events. As such it is most valuable, for its con- 
venient size and careful arrangement under paragraph headings, agree with its 
pleasant style in making it easy to use. Ellsworth Huntington. 

Bibelatlas in 20 Haupt- und 28 Nebenkarten. Von Hermann Guthe. 
Mit einem Verzeichnis der alten und neuen Ortsnamen. H. Wagner & E. Debes, 
Leipzig, 1911. Mk. 12. ij'/i x 12. 

The author is admirably fitted as a biblical historian and archaeologist for 
the important task which he has here undertaken. He has also utilized the 
results of the explorations of Dr. Schumacher and Prof. Briinnow east of the 
Jordan, and especially those of Prof. Musil in hitherto unexplored territory 
lying to the south of Palestine. The new English map of the Sinaitic Peninsula 
has also made it possible to substitute scientific facts for the conjectures which 
have hitherto prevailed regarding much of this region. Biblical geography is 
here defined broadly so as to include not only Syria, Babylonia, and Egypt, but 
also practically all of the lands mentioned in the biblical narrative. 

The series of historical maps cover a period of a millenium and a half, 
beginning with 1400 B. C. A valuable map of modern Palestine is also added. 
A good topographical map, however, would have greatly enhanced the value of 
the series. Of more doubtful value is Plate 6, in which the practically impos- 
sible attempt is made to identify all the places and races named in Genesis 
Chapter 10. It suggests, however, the geographical outlook • of the Hebrews 
at the two periods represented by the early prophetic and the late priestly 
documents. The color scheme adopted is, in general, excellent. The tendency, 
frequently observable in German-made maps, to introduce vivid and often 
inharmonious colors has been avoided, except in Plates 2 and 19. 

An excellent reserve is also manifest in tabulating doubtful identifications. 
The identification of Capernaum with the site at Tel Hum is beyond reason- 
able doubt. The identification of Adullam, David's place of refuge during his 
outlaw period, with Tel-el-Mije is so well-assured that the question mark might 
well have been omitted. On Plate 2, Jabesh in Gilead is placed with a question 
mark on Wady Jabis, in the western headlands of Moab near the Jordan, while 
in Plate 3 it appears nearly in the heart of upper Gilead, and north of Mahne. 
The series, however, is remarkably free from this type of error. Tirzah, the 
temporary capital of northern Israel, is left unidentified, although its site is 
represented beyond reasonable doubt by the mounds north of Ain Farah. This 
compendious and carefully prepared atlas is well adapted to the needs of his- 
torical and theological students. Charles F. Kent. 

China, Social and Economic Conditions. ivandi87pp. Index. Annals 
ofAmer. Acad of Political and Social Science, Vol. 39, Jan., 1912. Philadelphia. 
$1. 10 x t>%. 

The Academy has pursued its wonted careful method in the preparation of 
this brochure, whose importance is by no means suggested in its painfully quiet 



